
German Bubbles on the Rise: A Sparkling New
Era for Sekt
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The Etymology of Sekt

At first glance, the name Sekt might resemble the French sec, listed on the labels of so many off-dry sparkling wines

globally. The term’s etymology, however, is much more convoluted and without any French derivation. The name Sekt is

twice modified, first from Spanish to English, and then from English to German. It was born from sack, an anglicized and

antiquated term associated with Sherry and other Spanish fortified wines. The verb sacar means “to take out” and once

referred to Spanish exports. Eventually, sacar led to sack, especially in association with Sir Francis Drake’s looting of

Sherry casks during his 1587 raid of Cádiz. The English term gained popularity in the ensuing centuries, enshrined in

Shakespeare’s plays as a favorite tipple of the buffoonish knight Falstaff.

In 1825, the actor Ludwig Devrient was reciting the German translation of Falstaff’s line from Henry IV, Part I,

“Give me a cup of sack, rogue!” or “Bringe er mit Sect, Schurke!” The waiter promptly arrived with a glass of sparkling

wine, Devrient’s favorite, and inadvertently gave the name Sekt to German sparkling wine. One century later, after German

producers lost the right to use the term Champagne on their labels, Sekt was codified into German wine law, in 1925.
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SJ�EKMRK�sur lie�MR�FSXXPI�TVMSV�XS�HMWKSVKIQIRX��8LI�:87�W�XST�XMIV�7IOXQEGLIV�6îWIVZI��PMOI�:(4

7IOX�4VIWXMKI��QYWX�EKI�JSV�E�QMRMQYQ�SJ����QSRXLW�sur lie��[MXL�[LSPI�GPYWXIV�TVIWWMRK�ERH�E

XEWXI�XIWX�EPWS�SFPMKEXSV]��*SV�7IOXQEGLIV�6îWIVZI��KVETIW�GER�FI�TYVGLEWIH��FYX�FEWI�[MRIW

GERRSX��ERH�ZEVMIXMIW�EVI�PMQMXIH�XS�6MIWPMRK��'LEVHSRRE]��4MRSX�2SMV��ERH�1IYRMIV��MR�EHHMXMSR�XS

4MRSX�&PERG��4MRSX�+VMW��ERH�%Y\IVVSMW�
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3VKERM^EXMSREPP]��XLI�:(4�ERH�:87�SZIVPET��[MXL�WSQI�TVSHYGIVW�LSPHMRK�QIQFIVWLMT�MR�FSXL�

'YVVIRXP]��XLI�:(4�LEW�����QIQFIVW�ERH�XLI�:87�LEW�����ERH���[MRIVMIW�FIPSRK�XS�FSXL

SVKERM^EXMSRW��6EYQPERH��JSV�I\EQTPI��PMWXW�7IOXQEGLIV�6îWIVZI�ERH�:(4�7IOX�4VIWXMKI��EW�[IPP�EW

7IOX�F�%�
�FYX�SRP]�MR�WQEPP�TVMRX�SR�MXW�FEGO�PEFIPW�

8LIWI�GPEWWM«GEXMSR�WGLIQIW�EVI�RI[��VI¬IGXMRK�XLI�I\GMXMRK�ERH�VETMH�HIZIPSTQIRXW�MR�XLI

GEXIKSV]�EX�PEVKI��FYX�QSVI�[MHIWTVIEH�EHSTXMSR�F]�[MRIV]�QIQFIVW�ERH�WMKRM«GERX�GSRWYQIV

IHYGEXMSR�[MPP�FI�VIUYMVIH�FIJSVI�XLI]�GEVV]�QYGL�QIERMRK�SR�XLI�QEVOIX�

An Opportunity with Riesling
;LMPI���	�SJ�7IOX�F�%��MW�QEHI�JVSQ�6MIWPMRK��GSQTEVIH�[MXL���	�JVSQ�4MRSX�2SMV�ERH�NYWX��	�JVSQ

'LEVHSRRE]��EX�XLI�LMKLIWX�PIZIPW�SJ�UYEPMX]��TVSHYGIVW�WLS[�E�KVIEX�E­RMX]�JSV�XLI�'LEQTEKRI

KVETIW��+MZIR�XLI�QEWWMZI�WLEHS[�'LEQTEKRI�GEWXW�SR�XLI�KPSFEP�WTEVOPMRK�[MRI�MRHYWXV]��XLI

HIWMVI�XS�QEOI�[MRIW�MR�XLI�MQEKI�SJ�XLIMV�*VIRGL�EREPSK�MW�RSX�XSS�WYVTVMWMRK��;MXL�6MIWPMRK�7IOX�

LS[IZIV��+IVQER]�LEW�ER�STTSVXYRMX]�XS�HI«RI�E�GEXIKSV]�IRXMVIP]�SR�MXW�S[R�QIVMX�

1ER]�TVSHYGIVW�TVIJIV�QEOMRK�XLIMV�6MIWPMRK�7IOX�[MRIW�MR�E�JVIWLIV�WX]PI�GSQTEVIH�[MXL�XLIMV

[MRIW�JVSQ�XLI�'LEQTEKRI�ZEVMIXMIW��8LI�4JEP^�[MRIKVS[IV�:MRGIRX�)]QERR��JSV�I\EQTPI��QEOIW

SRP]�E�7IOXQEGLIV�6îWIVZI�JVSQ�4MRSX�2SMV�ERH�'LEVHSRRE]��+IRIVEPP]��)]QERR�EMQW�XS�EZSMH

6MIWPMRK�W�GPEWWMG�TIXVSP�RSXIW�MR�LMW�WTEVOPMRK�[MRIW��[LMGL�FIGSQI�QSVI�TVSQMRIRX�[MXL�I\XIRHIH

XMQI�EKMRK�sur lie�EJXIV�WIGSRHEV]�JIVQIRXEXMSR�EW�[IPP�EW�[MXL�PSRKIV�EKIH�FEWI�[MRIW��;LMPI

)]QERR�YWIW���	�XS���	�VIWIVZI�[MRIW�MR�LMW�4MRSX�FEWIH�GYZîIW��JSV�6MIWPMRK�XLI�TIVGIRXEKI�MW

QYGL�WQEPPIV�ERH�PMQMXIH�XS�QSVI�VIGIRX�ZMRXEKIW�XS�TVIWIVZI�E�]SYXLJYP�JVYMXMRIWW�ERH�PMQMX�XLI

TIXVSP�GLEVEGXIV��,I�I\TPEMRW�� -X�[MPP�ETTIEV�ER][E]�EJXIV�E�[LMPI�YRHIV�XLI�GSVO��FYX�-�HSR�X�[ERX�XS

LEZI�MX�[LIR�-�HMWKSVKI�XLI�[MRI�JVIWLP]�¡

8LEX�JVIWLIV�WX]PI�EPWS�TVSZIW�ZEPYEFPI�SR�XLI�QEVOIX��GETXYVMRK�E�HMJJIVIRX�WIKQIRX�SJ�WTEVOPMRK

[MRI�GSRWYQIVW��1EYVIV�WE]W�� 8LI�GSQFMREXMSR�SJ�EYXSP]XMG�ERH�JVYMX]�GLEVEGXIV�QEOIW�MX

ETTVSEGLEFPI�JSV�E�PSX�SJ�TISTPI�[LS�WXVYKKPI�XS�YRHIVWXERH�[L]�XLI]�WLSYPH�PSZI�E�[MRI�[LMGL

SRP]�XEWXIW�PMOI�GLEQTMKRSRW�SV�FVMSGLI�¡�%PXLSYKL�XLI�FIWX�I\EQTPIW�SJ�6MIWPMRK�7IOX�EVI�QEHI

YWMRK�XLI�XVEHMXMSREP�QIXLSH��QYGL�SJ�XLIMV�ETTIEP�MW�WMQMPEV�XS�XLEX�SJ�XST�4VSWIGGS�E�¬EZSVJYP�

TVMQEV]�JVYMX�HVMZIR�I\TVIWWMSR�SJ�WTEVOPMRK�[MRI�XLEX�HIIQTLEWM^IW�XLI�QSVI�WEZSV]�EYWXIVMX]�SJ

'LEQTEKRI�
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7SQI�TVSHYGIVW�MRXIVTVIX�XLIWI�WX]PMWXMG�HMJJIVIRGIW�EW�IZMHIRGI�XLEX�7IOX�[MRIW�JVSQ�'LEVHSRRE]

ERH�4MRSX�2SMV�EVI�QSVI�WIVMSYW�XLER�XLSWI�JVSQ�6MIWPMRK��8LMW�MW�IWTIGMEPP]�XVYI�XLI�PSRKIV�E

TVSHYGIV�[EMXW�XS�HMWKSVKI��/EXLEVMRE�6EYQPERH�WE]W�� ;LIR�MX�GSQIW�XS�PSRK�EKMRK�SR�XLI�PIIW��[I

TVIJIV�LS[�XLI�&YVKYRH]�ZEVMIXMIW�HIZIPST�¡�7STLMI�'LVMWXQERR�ERH�LIV�JEXLIV�HMH�RSX�TEVXMGYPEVP]

PMOI�6MIWPMRK�7IOX�EX�«VWX��FYX�XLI]�TVSGIIHIH�EX�/EYJJQERR�W�MRWMWXIRGI��7LI�WE]W�� ;I�XVIEX

IZIV]XLMRK�[MXL�XLI�WEQI�EQFMXMSR��2S[��-�[SYPH�WE]�XLI�6MIWPMRKW�EVI�QSVI�MRXIVIWXMRK�¡

'LVMWXQERR�GSRXMRYIW�� 4ISTPI�YWYEPP]�LEZI�PS[�I\TIGXEXMSRW��8LI]�EVI�E�PMXXPI�FMX�EJVEMH�SJ�MX�¡

I\TPEMRMRK�GSRWYQIVW��WYVTVMWI�[LIR�XLI]�VIEPM^I�XLI�TSXIRXMEP�SJ�KVIEX�6MIWPMRK�7IOX��8LEX�HI«ERGI

SJ�I\TIGXEXMSRW�LEW�WIVZIH�XLI�[MRIV]�[IPP��7LI�EHHW�� ;MXL�XLI�4MRSX�FPIRHW��[I�EVI�EP[E]W�MR

GSQTEVMWSR�XS�'LEQTEKRI��;MXL�XLI�6MIWPMRK��[I�GER�FI�SR�SYV�S[R�¡

7XMPP��SYXWXERHMRK�I\EQTPIW�EVI�YRUYIWXMSREFP]�GSQMRK�JVSQ�XLI�'LEQTEKRI�ZEVMIXMIW�EW�[IPP�

;LMPI�EPWS�TIVQMXXIH�MR�'LEQTEKRI��4MRSX�&PERG�ERH��XS�E�WQEPPIV�I\XIRX��4MRSX�+VMW�TPE]�E�QSVI

TVSQMRIRX�VSPI�MR�XLI�+IVQER�WTEVOPMRK�PERHWGETI�XLER�XLI]�HS�EGVSWW�XLI�FSVHIV��6EYQPERH�WE]W

XLEX�WLI�PMOIW�4MRSX�&PERG� FIGEYWI�EW�E�ZEVMIX]�MX�W�UYMXI�RIYXVEP��;LIR�MX�W�]SYRK��MX�[MPP�FI�E�FMX

JVYMX]�ERH�RSX�XEWXI�PMOI�QYGL��FYX��XLI�QSVI�MX�EKIW�SR�XLI�PIIW��MX�[MPP�FI�ZIV]�WYFXPI��ZIV]�«RI��FYX

[MXL�XLMW�RMGI�EVSQEXMG�SJ�XLI�]IEWXW�¡�7LI�GSRGPYHIW�� -�XLMRO�MX�W�XLI�ZEVMIX]�XLEX�EGGITXW�XLIWI

]IEWX]�¬EZSVW�XLI�QSWX�¡�6EYQPERH�MW�QSVI�GVMXMGEP�SJ�4MRSX�+VMW�FYX�XLMROW�XLEX�XLI�ZEVMIX]�GER�EHH

ZEPYEFPI�WXVYGXYVI��XLSYKL�WLI�YWIW�MX�WTEVMRKP]�

;LIVI�4MRSX�ERH�6MIWPMRK�IRXLYWMEWXW�WIIQ�XS�EKVII��LS[IZIV��MW�XLEX�XLI�ZEVMIXMIW�WLSYPH�RSX�FI

QM\IH��-RHIIH��XLIVI�MW�QMRMQEP�I\TIVMQIRXEXMSR�MR�FPIRHMRK�6MIWPMRK�[MXL�XLI�'LEQTEKRI�ZEVMIXMIW�

)\TPEMRW�'LVMWXQERR�� -X�W�FIXXIV�XS�OIIT�MX�WITEVEXI��-R�XLI�IRH��XLI�WXVYGXYVI�ERH�WX]PI�SJ�FSXL

ZEVMIXMIW��IWTIGMEPP]�[LIR�XLI]�EKI�ERH�HIZIPST�E�PMXXPI�FMX��-�[SYPH�MQEKMRI�?XLIQA�RSX�«XXMRK

XSKIXLIV�XSS�[IPP��-X�W�EPWS�WSQIXLMRK�XLEX�MW�RSX�MR�SYV�GYPXYVI��*SV�WXMPP�[MRI��RS�SRI�LEW�FPIRHIH�E

6MIWPMRK�[MXL�E�4MRSX�RSX�JSV�E�LMKL�IRH�[MRI�¡

Sekt in the Cellar
8LIVI�MW�WSQI�GSRWIRWYW�EFSYX�FIWX�TVEGXMGIW�MR�XLI�GIPPEV�JSV�LMKL�UYEPMX]�+IVQER�WTEVOPMRK�[MRI�

;LMPI�FEVVIP�JIVQIRXEXMSR�ERH�QEXYVEXMSR�EVI�MQTSVXERX�WX]PMWXMG�GLSMGIW�MR�'LEQTEKRI��XLI]�EVI

EPQSWX�YRMZIVWEPP]�TVEGXMGIH�JSV�XST�WLIPJ�7IOX��8LI�[MRIW��XLSYKL�SJXIR�TVIGMWI�ERH�EGMHMG��FIRI«X

JVSQ�XLI�VSYRHRIWW�TVSZMHIH�F]�E�QSVI�S\MHEXMZI�QEXYVEXMSR�FIJSVI�WIGSRHEV]�JIVQIRXEXMSR�

:MRGIRX�)]QERR�«RHW�XLMW�IWTIGMEPP]�MQTSVXERX�JSV�LMW�6MIWPMRKW��[LIVI�LI�EMQW�XS�XIQTIV�WSQI�SJ
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XLI�¬EQFS]ERX�TVMQEV]�¬EZSVW�QSVI�X]TMGEP�SJ�XLI�GEXIKSV]��,I�WE]W�� =SY�FVMRK�XLI�XEWXI�SJ

6MIWPMRK�E[E]�JVSQ�XLMW�W[IIX��WSYV�JVYMXMRIWW��ERH�]SY�FVMRK�MX�QSVI�XS�E�QEVMXMQI��WEPX]��*MRS

7LIVV]�QMRIVEP�WX]PI�¡�2SXEFP]��XS�MRGVIEWI�I\TSWYVI�SJ�XLI�[MRI�XS�S\]KIR��LI�HSIWR�X�XST�SJJ�XLI

������PMXIV�GEWOW��*SV�LMW�4MRSX�2SMV�ERH�'LEVHSRRE]�FEWI�[MRIW��)]QERR�MRGSVTSVEXIW�WQEPPIV

ZIWWIPW��YWYEPP]�EVSYRH�SRI�XLMVH�FEVVMUYIW�ERH�XSRRIEY\
�XS�EQTPMJ]�XLSWI�RYXX]�GLEVEGXIVW�

7MQMPEVP]��TVSHYGIVW�RIEVP]�EP[E]W�EPPS[�XLIMV�FEWI�[MRIW�XS�GSQTPIXI�JYPP�QEPSPEGXMG�GSRZIVWMSR�

[LMGL�MW�WIPHSQ�HSRI�[MXL�WXMPP�6MIWPMRK��7E]W�)]QERR�� *SV�QI��MX�IQTLEWM^IW�XLI�GVIEQMRIWW�

?KMZMRKA�E�FMX�QSVI�SJ�XLMW�XSJJII�GLEVEGXIV�XS�XLI�[MRIW�¡�,I�PMOIW�LS[�QEPSPEGXMG�GSRZIVWMSR�WSJXIRW

XLI�LEVH��WLEVT�EGMHMX]�SJ�XLI�ZEVMIX]��)ZIR�MR�VMTIV��LSXXIV�ZMRXEKIW��LI�IREFPIW�XLI�TVEGXMGI��RSXMRK

XLEX��MR�[EVQIV�]IEVW��XLI�FEWI�[MRIW�[MPP�LEZI�PIWW�QEPMG�EGMH�XS�FIKMR�[MXL��%W�WYGL��XLI�VIWYPX�MW

QSVI�WYFXPI�WIRWSVMEPP]�ERH�PIWW�WMKRM«GERX�XS�XSXEP�EGMHMX]�

-R�VIGIRX�]IEVW��XLIVI�LEW�FIIR�E�WLMJX�XS[EVH�MRGVIEWMRK�HV]RIWW�MR�XLI�FIWX�7IOX�[MRIW��&þWGLIV

I\TPEMRW�� 8LI�TVIQMYQ�[MRIKVS[IVW��XLI]�VIEPP]�KS�[MXL�XLI�VIWMHYEP�WYKEV�PS[IV�ERH�PS[IV�¡�*SV

7IOX�F�%���XLI�HV]�ERH�I\XVE�HV]�WX]PIW�XSKIXLIV�SYXTEGI�FVYX�MR�TVSHYGXMSR����	����	��ERH���	�

VIWTIGXMZIP]
��FYX�RIEVP]�EPP�XLI�ZIV]�XST�[MRIW�EVI�FVYX��I\XVE�FVYX��SV�FVYX�REXYVI���:87�QIQFIVW�EVI

EPWS�EWOIH�XS�RSX�QEVOIX�QSVI�XLER���	�SJ�XLIMV�TVSHYGXMSR�JSV�7IOX�WX]PIW�I\GIIHMRK����KVEQW�SJ

WYKEV�TIV�PMXIV�MR�HSWEKI��7IOXQEGLIV�6îWIVZI�GER�FI�RS�W[IIXIV�XLER�FVYX�
�)]QERR�RIZIV�KSIW

EFSZI�E�HSWEKI�SJ�����KVEQW�SJ�WYKEV�TIV�PMXIV�EGVSWW�LMW�VERKI��[LMPI�'LVMWXQERR�
�/EYJJQERR

JSVKSIW�HSWEKI�EPXSKIXLIV��'LVMWXQERR�WE]W�� -J�]SY�RIIH�WYKEV�XS�QEOI�MX�HVMROEFPI��XLIR�IMXLIV�XLI

KVETIW�[IVIR�X�VMTI�SV�XLI�EKMRK�[EW�RSX�PSRK�IRSYKL�¡

-QTSVXERXP]��WSQI�TSVXMSRW�SJ�7IOX�GSYRXV]�EGLMIZI�KVIEXIV�VMTIRIWW�XLER�'LEQTEKRI�HSIW��FSXL

4JEP^�ERH�6LIMRLIWWIR��JSV�I\EQTPI��JIEXYVI�[EVQIV�GPMQEXIW�XLER�XLIMV�*VIRGL�WTEVOPMRK

GSYRXIVTEVX��(IWTMXI�EWWSGMEXMSRW�SJ�+IVQER]�[MXL�GSPH�GPMQEXI�[MRIQEOMRK��XLI�SJXIR�ZIV]�PS[

HSWEKIW�SJ�7IOX�[MRIW�JVSQ�XLIWI�VIKMSRW�HS�RSX�RIGIWWEVMP]�VI¬IGX�SR�XLI�TEPEXI�MR�XLI�WEQI�[E]

XLEX�XLI]�QMKLX�MR�E�FVYX�REXYVI�'LEQTEKRI��&IGEYWI�XLIWI�7IOX�[MRIW�LEZI�IRSYKL�FSH]�REXYVEPP]�

XLI]�HS�RSX�VIUYMVI�LMKLIV�PIZIPW�SJ�VIWMHYEP�WYKEV�XS�FI�MR�FEPERGI�

An Effervescent Future
-X�MW�WXMPP�IEVP]�XS�KIRIVEPM^I�EFSYX�XLI�RI[�TVIWXMKI�7IOX�[MRIW�ERH�TVIHMGX�[LEX�XLI]�QIER�JSV

+IVQER]�W�WTEVOPMRK�[MRI�MRHYWXV]��4VSHYGIVW�GPIEVP]�LEZI�XLIMV�[SVO�GYX�SYX�JSV�XLIQ�EW�XLI]

VIWLETI�7IOX�W�MQEKI�ERH�GSRXMRYI�XS�MHIRXMJ]�XLI�FIWX�XIVVSMVW�ERH�VI«RI�XLIMV�GIPPEV�TVEGXMGIW�XS
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GLEPPIRKI�JYVXLIV�[LEX�7IOX�GER�EGLMIZI��;MXL�PMQMXIH�TVSHYGXMSR�ERH�E�PEVKI�TSVXMSR�SJ�FSXXPIW

GSRWYQIH�HSQIWXMGEPP]��GYVVIRXP]��JI[�VIEGL�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW
��XLI�XST�7IOX�[MRIW�VIQEMR�SRI�SJ

+IVQER]�W�FIWX�OITX�ZMRSYW�WIGVIXW�

=IX�WPS[P]��+IVQER]�W�[MRI�TVSJIWWMSREPW�LEZI�WIIR�XLI�MQTSVXERGI�SJ�7IOX�KVS[�MR�XLIMV�QEVOIX�

&þWGLIV�WE]W�� )ZIV]�KSSH�VIWXEYVERX�MR�+IVQER]�[MPP�LEZI�E�+IVQER�7IOX�SR�XLI�[MRI�PMWX��8LMW

LEHR�X�FIIR����]IEVW�FIJSVI�¡�1EYVIV�IGLSIW�� 8LI�FEWMG�UYEPMX]�SJ�XLI�FMK�1EMWSRW�HI�'LEQTEKRI

MW�VIEPP]�WS�PS[��-J�]SY�LEZI�E�[MRI�MR�FPMRH�XEWXMRK�GSQTEVIH�[MXL�MX�XLEX�MW�LEPJ�SJ�XLI�TVMGI�SJ�XLSWI

[MRIW�ERH�HSYFPI�XLI�UYEPMX]��XLMW�MW�[LEX�GEYWIW�MRXIVIWX�RS[�¡�8LI�RI[�7IOX�GIVXEMRP]�«XW�XLEX�FMPP�

-R�XMQI��+IVQER�FYFFPIW�EVI�TVMQIH�XS�FYVWX�XLVSYKL�
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German Sekt: The Next Big Thing, by Romana Echensperger (2017)

Germany Expert Guide [Members only]

Sangiovese on Edge, by Bryce Wiatrak (2020)
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